CHAPTER II

Konstancja Gladkowska - Berlin - Vienna - an offer from Prince
Radzrwill - concerts in Warsaw - love-sickness - farewell to
Poland.

AFTER a few uncertain flirtations, Chopin at
length became convinced that he was in love. At
the Opera one evening, a siflger in a minor role
attracted him by her fresh voice. The artless
singing of a young girl is sometimes an experi-
ence of rare beauty. The most rigorous train-
ing, the most perfect technique can never quite
capture that beauty again. The experience im-
pressed Chopin so much that he was curious to
learn who the singer was. Her name was Kon-
stancja Gladkowska. She had not yet left the
Conservatoire. The romantic boy was charmed
by her delightful voice, her fair hair and her
shapely mouth. He had already encouraged a
sentimental attachment to a clever young
pianist called Blahetka. But that was soon for-
gotten when the new disturbance began. All the
signs of an early love-affair - the melancholy, the
fever and pain - can be read in his letters to his
friends at this period. A characteristic example
is that which he wrote to Jan Matuszynski during
his travels in the year 1830. It appears that
his friend had hinted at a change in Kon-
stancja. Is it possible ? Fryderyk asks. Perhaps
she has been ill ? Jan must make allowances for
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